
THE FAMILY 
Lesson #5 – Proverbs !

INTRODUCTION: 
• The Biblical Family 

• Both men and women are equal in value. 
• “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.  And let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.  So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:26-27 

• Men and women have different functioning roles within the family. 
• “Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should live alon; I will make a helper fit for 

him.” Genesis 2:18 
• “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife 

even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.  Now as the church 
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.” Ephesians 5:22-23 

• “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present 
the church to himself in splendor, that she might be holy and without blemish.  In the same way, 
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife loves himself.” 
Ephesians 5:25-28 

• Children have a subordinate role within the family.  
• “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  “Honor your father and mother” (this is 

the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long 
in the land.” Ephesians 6:1-3 

• “These words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to 
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise.” Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

• Sin distorts family roles and relationships. 
• “The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 

ate.” Genesis 3:12 
• “To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring 

forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” Genesis 3:16 
• “Cain spoke to Abel his brother.  And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother 

Abel and killed him.” Genesis 4:8 !
I. Husbands and wives 

a. The husband should… 
i. Be present in the home. (27:8) 
ii. Not be quarrelsome. (26:21) 
iii.Discipline his children. (13:24; 19:18; 23:13-14) 
iv. Disciple his children (22:6) 
v. Provide refuge for his children (14:26) 

b. The wife should… 
i. Plan for her family (31:18; 31:27; Matthew 25:4) 
ii. Be willing to work for her family. (31:19) 



iii.Seek to do good for her husband. (31:12) 
iv. Bless her children (31:28) 
v. Fear the Lord (31:30)  !

II.  Children 
 a. Children should not be lazy. (10:5) 
 b. Children should know and obey the law of the lord. (28:7) 
 c. Children should not mock their fathers or scorn their mothers. (10:17) !!!
What did we learn? How is our learning impacting our living? 

• What truth from this study can be used as fuel for the worship of God?  
• What are some ways that we have missed the mark on family relationships specifically with husbands? 

Wives? Children?  
• Why are our relationships with our spouses important to our impact for the Gospel? 
• Who do we see as the main disciple-maker of our children?  Why?  
• What are some practical ways we can line up more with what Solomon teaches us about family 

relationships?  
• Students:  How are you doing in honoring your parents this week? This year?  
• What does the way you treat your parents reveal about your relationship with God?  !!

Healthy families are crucial to having a healthy church.  Spend some time in prayer over the families of Trace 
Crossing.  !
If you have missed the mark in fulfilling the role God has called you to as a husband, father, wife, mother, or 
child, ask the Lord to lead you to follow His will for you within your home.  Seek forgiveness from your family 
members.  Perhaps the best thing for your children would be to hear you ask for their forgiveness see true 
repentance in your life as a father or mother.  


